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on ‘ Acts ’ in Dictionary of Christ, p. a 7 ).
And all this, not to obscure the Divinity -
that is taken for granted right through the book
-but to show that the Divine things for man have
their foundation in human things; that the Messiah
is Jesus of Nazareth, and the Son of God Jesus the
Crucified.
The doctrine of the Resurrection is an example

of this. We do not recognize as we should
that the Pharisees and the Apostles taught the
same doctrine-the doctrine of the Resurrection

(note Ac 23 6. 8). It is one more instance of
the truth that Christ came not to create hopes, but
to fulfil hopes. The hope of immortality was
there. How it was to be realized was a mere

speculation. It was Christ who brought immor-
tality to light. It was He who abolished death.
It was His work which for the first time gave sub-
stance to the hope. And so we find (Ac 4 2) they
proclaimed ‘in Jesus’ the resurrection from the

dead. The difference between the Pharisee and the
Christian Apostle was a difference as to how the
resurrection was to come about; or rather, perhaps,
we should say the Pharisee contented himself with
a speculative philosophy on the subject; the

Apostles explained a ground for the hope. It was

a question of the ‘ Way’ to the Father. St. Paul

and St. Peter were for this new and living way.
Paul bore his chain for the hope of Israel. ‘ The

Acts of the Apostles,’ says J. ~Veiss, ‘ might have
this motto prefixed, &dquo; In none other is there

salvation, and neither is there any other name

under heaven, that is given among men, wherein
we must be saved.&dquo;’

This is all accounted for by the mental attitude
of the people of New Testament times. They
were matter-of-fact rather than speculative. Theory
possessed a purely academic interest. The crowds,
for example, that followed our Lord were unsophis-
ticated. A logical proof, however convincing,
would not have satisfied them. They knew better
than to trust the skill of argument in matters that

really concerned their welfare. And humanity is

again and again returning to this point. When the
world grows tired of its philosophies and religions
it turns to simplicity. And Christianity won, not
because it could prove the necessity for belief in
the immortality of the soul, but because it was able
to point to one who, flesh of our flesh, bone of our
bone, had died and risen from the dead and who
lived in the heavens dispensing the marvellous

graces to His followers.
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